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Welcome Message
Information Surgical Week (ISW2022)

15-18 August, 2022 in Vienna, Austria

President, ISS-SIC
John G Hunter

I am pleased to provide a heartfelt invitation for all our Japanese
colleagues to come to Vienna in August of this year for International
Surgical Week (ISW), otherwise known as the World Congress of
Surgery.

It has been a tough two years. In 2021 we had to pivot from the planned
World Congress of Surgery in Kuala Lumpur(KL) to an online Virtual
Surgical Week, held over the last week of August 2021. While we missed
the face-to-face contact, the meals together, and the chance to renew
friendships, Virtual Surgical Week 2021 was a resounding success. The
content was extraordinary and attendance far eclipsed our expectations.
While we hoped to hold ISW in Malaysia in 2022, our Malaysian leaders,
Cheng Har Yip and Hisham Abdullah felt that the risk of cancellation or
quarantine would likely persist right up to the time of our congress in
August. With this high degree of risk, it seemed most prudent to delay
the meeting in Kuala Lumpur one more time, until 2024. In its place, we
would search for a site to hold a face-to-face International Surgical Week
2022 in a location that would not bear the same burden of cancellation
risk.

Thanks to the work of Albert Tuchman, we have located a wonderful
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historic venue to hold our meeting in August of this year, the Hofburg in
Vienna Austria. Please mark your calendars now to attend, August 15-
18, 2022. Our program planning team is in full gear to put together a
remarkable program. The abstract submission window has recently
closed. We received 712 abstracts from 49 countries, including 36
abstracts from Japan. We are excited that there is so much interest in
coming to Vienna this summer!
Finally, we recognize that the Covid pandemic might return with a new
variant between now and next summer. New variants will continue to
emerge, but there is nothing on the horizon at this moment, and it
appears to most experts that the current vaccines will be sufficiently
protective to limit disease severity should a new variant emerge. The
high vaccination rates and safety precautions in Austria will make this
one of the safest venues in the world to hold our World Congress of
Surgery. Overwhelmingly our ISS-SIC Council voted to get together
face to face this summer in Vienna. We hope that you will be able to join
us.
Best holiday wishes,

John G Hunter MD FACS FRCS Edin (hon)

President, ISS-SIC
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