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WELCOME MESSAGE

49th World Congress of the
International Society of Surgery

President, ISS/SIC

John G Hunter

What a year it” s been!

First there was a worldwide pandemic, then there were a vari-
ety of problems resulting from the pandemic including a global
recession, a reckoning around race and the impact of Covid -19
on disadvantaged populations, including a renewed focus on
health equity. Here, in the western United States, we added his-

toric wildfires to our list of crises.

Of these many crises, the Covid-19, pandemic has overshadowed
all. There have been many victims of the pandemic in almost ev-
ery country in the world. There is no doubt that some countries
have handled it better than others, including Japan. Unfortunate-
ly, my country, the United States, was the worst in our ability
to control this lethal virus, contributing 20% of the world’ s total

cases and deaths.

As a result of the pandemic, all travel related to the ISS/SIC
has been cancelled. We have had several executive committee
meetings through a Zoom platform which has worked out very
well for communication, with the exception of time zone issues.
For East Asia and the western part of the US, we find ourselves
in conference very early in the morning and very late at night.
This seems a reasonable trade off, as it improves safety and

saves lots of money and time spent in international travel.

After a great deal of discussion at our last executive committee
conference call, in discussion with our Congress hosts in Kuala
Lumpur, we have reluctantly made the decision to postpone the
World Congress of Surgery for one year. Instead of meeting at
the end of August in 2021, the World Congress of Surgery in
Malaysia will occur in the same timeframe in 2022.

This decision was made as a result of great concern that there
would be uncertainty about global availability of an effective
vaccine, travel restrictions, and general fear for meeting attend-
ees. When all these uncertainties were added up and wrapped
together, it was felt prudent by our Congress organizers and

our leadership to postpone the Congress rather than take risks

with the safety of the participants or the likelihood that atten-

dance would be low.

We are grateful for the participation of the Japanese chapter of
the ISS/SIC. Our Japanese colleagues are frequently the larg-
est group to attend a World Congress, and we look forward to
joining with you in 2022. Without a world congress in Malaysia

next August, what will we do in 20217

Many of our integrated societies have demonstrated a great deal
of innovation in putting program content up online, including
virtual congresses, seminars, tumor boards, roundtable discus-
sions, and a variety of other types of learning activities. I' ve
participated in several virtual congresses. It is remarkable how

effective they are in sharing images and dialogue.

In the next year please look for programs from the TAES (en-
docrine) the ISDS (GI surgery) and IATSIC (trauma, ICU, and
acute care surgery). Our other integrated societies and the ISS/
SIC as a whole will also be sponsoring virtual content for our
members. While we are very disappointed that we will not be
meeting in person in 2021, the opportunity for enhanced video

learning should push the ISS in new directions. Hang on!

In closing, I would like to wish all my Japanese colleagues a
wonderful holiday season. My wife Laura and I were with many
of you in Yokohama at the JSES meeting a year ago. While it
seems almost a lifetime ago, given the pandemic, I remember
well what a lovely Congress that was, and a great opportuni-
ty for me to get back together with so many of my Japanese
friends. I trust you will be careful, stay healthy, and continue to
support the Japanese chapter of the ISS/SIC and the integrated
societies. Kanpai!

John G Hunter

MD FACS FRCS Edin(hon)
President, ISS/SIC
Portland, Oregon, USA
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Alessandro Fichera, MD, FACS, FASCRS

President of ISDS

The International Society for Digestive Surgery (ISDS) provides its members so many benefits.
1. Exclusive meeting benefits; Considerable discounts on registration fee for the World’s Congress of Surgery
2. Subscription and exclusive benefits to publications. World Journal of Surgery, Annals of Surgical Oncology, ... etc.

3. And more benefits.... Please visit our website.  https://www.cicd-isds.org/membership.

International conference of ISDS is held every other year.
International Surgical Week 2021 - the World's Congress of Surgery - the 49th Congress of the International
Society of Surgery (ISS/SIC) will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia August 29 to September 2, 2021.
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Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
28 August - 1 September 2022
49th World Congress of the International Society of Surgery (ISS/SIC)

International
Surgical Week

The World's Congress of Surgery isw2022.org

Jointly organized with the 48th Congress of
the College of Surgeons Academy of Medicine Malaysia (CSAMM)

SAVE THE DATE!

#ISW2022 | isw2022.0rg

Abstract Deadline.
28 January 2022

(no extension)
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