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Dear Japanese colleagues

President of Local Organizing Committee,
ISW2013

Ari Leppdniemi

It is with great pleasure that I invite you to attend the International Surgical Week
ISW2013 to be held in Helsinki, Finland on August 25-29, 2013. The marvelous
meeting in 2011 in Yokohama left us all with wonderful memories of the great
hospitality and friendship we encountered in Japan. We hope to be able to offer
you memorable experiences, productive scientific and social encounters as well
as an enjoyable stay in Finland next August. Finland has sometimes been called
“the Japan of Europe”, and it is with great pride we here in Finland hear this
comparison to your fantastic country. And it is so easy to come to Finland from
Japan, there are several direct flights from different locations in Japan, and — like
in Japan — public transport and reaching different locations in Helsinki is easy. We
can also offer you free public transport tickets for the whole week.

The congress is jointly organized by the International Society of Surgery (ISS-
SIC) and the Finnish Surgical Society (FSS, www kirurgiyhdistys.fi). The Finnish
Surgical Society was established in 1925 on the initiative of Professor Richard
Faltin, a well-known war and trauma surgeon from the First World War. He served
as the first president of the society and in his honor the Society has established
a named lecture, the Faltin lecture, given every year at the FSS Annual Meeting
by a prominent international or Finnish surgeon. The mission of the Society is to
promote surgical knowledge, skills and research in Finland, and acts as the main
representative of Finnish surgeons participating actively in the public discussion
of health care and policies in Finland.

The Finnish Surgical Society is an umbrella organization with about 1400
members comprising 75% of all surgeons in Finland. All major surgical specialties
are presented by a specialty society representative in the FSS Board and participate
actively in the daily work of the Society. The specialties include general, digestive,
cardiothoracic, vascular, orthopedic, urological, plastic, hand and pediatric
surgery. In addition, several other surgical specialty societies and sections, such
as the breast surgery, neurosurgical, maxillo-facial, and traumatology societies
participate in the FSS annual meeting with their own program.

FSS publishes a peer-reviewed English-language scientific journal, the
Scandinavian Journal of Surgery containing original scientific report and review
articles of all surgical fields presented by the Society. The current Impact factor is
1.06. The articles are freely available and can be downloaded as pdf files from the
journal website (www.fimnet.fi/sjs) immediately after publication of the article, in

one of four annual issues.

The joint meeting of the International Society of Surgery (ISS-SIC) and the
Finnish Surgical Society, and will take place on August 25-29 as the International
Surgical Week ISW2013 (www.isw2013.0rg) in Helsinki. It is expected that more
than 1000 Finnish surgeons in addition to international delegates will attend the
ISW2013 offering a scientific program for all surgical specialties, extensive trade
exhibition, exciting social events, and a place to meet old friends and make new
friends, from all over the world.

The scientific program follows traditional lines with strong representation of
digestive, trauma, endocrine, breast, endoscopic, esophageal, pediatric and military

surgery as well as sessions in surgical metabolism and nutrition, burns, women in
surgery and regional surgical programs. In addition, specialty societies under the
umbrella of the Finnish Surgical Society will have programs in orthopedics and
traumatology, urology, vascular, cardiothoracic, plastic and hand surgery. The
congress offers interesting sessions with up-to-date information delivered by world
leaders in their field to surgeons from all specialties as well as cross-specialty
sessions in areas of joint interests. Pre- and post-congress practical courses will be
organized by the integrated societies.

The social program includes the opening ceremony on Sunday evening, Helsinki
night on Monday starting with a reception in the City hall followed by lively
parties and good food in the city center, society dinners on Tuesday evening and a
chance to relax and have some free time on Wednesday evening.

August in Helsinki is one of the best times of the year, warm and long days,
beautiful evenings (no mosquitoes) and lively cultural activities going on into to
the pleasant nights. A wide range of hotels in all prize categories, functional and
user-friendly public transport, live music, from classical to jazz, clubs and discos,
superb restaurants and cozy cafeterias, church inside a rock, theatre and opera,
ballet, book shops and shopping centers, just waiting for you to come!. Something
for everyone’s wallet (we use Euros) and taste.

We could list many favorable things associated
with Finland, our advanced welfare state with free
health care and education, our innovative technology
and design from Nokia to Marimekko, famous

architectural achievements (Alvar Aalto), wonderful
nature with more than 100.000 lakes, sauna, Santa 4

%z

Once you are in Helsinki, why not visit our close neighboring cities, St.

Claus, Sibelius — but why don’t you come and see for
yourself. And don’t forget the Moomins! Your family
would like it very much, please bring your spouse and
children along!

Petersburg, Tallinn or Stockholm, or cross the Polar circle and go up to Lapland,
see the wonderful and exotic nature, maybe combine that with a visit to Norway
and see the fjords and the midnight sun.

Get ready for an experience of a lifetime and come to Helsinki, you are warmly
welcome!

Ari Leppéniemi
President
Local Organizing Committee ISW13
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