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Dear Colleagues

President, ISS/SIC
Ken Boffard

Many events in our tempestuous world have affected us over the last decade;
the changing dynamics of 9/11, the asymmetrical wars of the 21st Century, the
global recession which fortunately seems now to have an end in sight, volcanic
ash, and not least, the changing landscape of surgery itself. Working hours are
being reduced, exposure to clinical training is diluted, and the gulf between
(super) specialist surgery, predominantly in Europe and developed countries,
and the general surgery practiced in many developing countries has widened.
The expertise available has to be spread. The International Society has to meet
these challenges, and be representative of, and relevant to surgeons from widely
differing backgrounds and needs. The Society has become a global organization,
and our members represent all aspects of surgery — both by their interests and

where they live.
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We are striving to strike the right balance between academic surgery, practical
surgery, and surgery as applied in the developing world, as well as attracting
young surgeons, and those still in training. The future of surgery is in your hands,
and those who follow us. We invite you to become part of this initiative, and to
contribute to International Surgical Week. We hope that everyone will learn, be

stimulated, and give something back.

This is a unique opportunity to join the global surgical community and “Explore
the Future of Surgery” while at the same time discovering the hospitality, sights,
sounds, food and experiences that make Japan a spectacular destination for
2011. We look forward, with our Japanese hosts and partners, and the Integrated
Societies, including our newest Integrated Society, the International Society
of Digestive Surgeons, to providing one of the world’s most international and

stimulating academic programs.

Put it into your diary as an occasion not to be missed. For those who have never
been to Japan, the experience is one of life’s “must do’s.” For those who are being
attracted back, welcome back. There will be something for everyone, tourist
opportunities are limitless, and the costs are lower than you would expect. Treat

yourself.

It is therefore with great pleasure that I invite you to join us in 2011 for the

International Surgical Week in Yokohama
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