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ORA AKREHLDEMHETYT, ARAICHREBEL £7,

International Symposium on Earthquakes & People’s
Health:
Vulnerability Reduction, Preparedness & Rehabilitation
27-30 January 1997, Kobe, Japan

Dear Professor Idezuki
Only these days we have received information from the Heado4ce
of World Health Organisation that the above mentioned Sympo-
sium Will take place in Kobe ? from January 27 to 30, 1997. Since
this Symporight be of great interest to people from your side of
the wold. I was wondering whether you would see ways on how
we could could spread information amongst the Japancsd Mem-
bers. By airmail we shall provide you or Professor lliki as
National Delegate of ISS/SIH, wita the documents about the
Course as well as if rcquested, With mailing [abels of all Japanese
ISS/SIC Mcmbcrs. 1 would appreciate very much if you could let
us know whether you could agree with this proccdure. By a copy
of this letter we shall also ask Professor Hiki for his opinion in
this respect.
With kindest personal regards.

Yours sincerely

Victor Bertschi

Administrative Director ISS,/SIC

® The new Membership Booklet

We hope that you have received the latest Membership Roster of the
Society (green booklet) showing the situation of ISS/SIC Members as
of April 30, 1966. We hope that the new presentation of the list of
members is fine to you and we would kindly invite you to let us know
about any changes which have occurred in your Country Chapter. Our
Office depends on information received from the National Delegates
and Representatives as well as from the Members.

Our invitation to all National Delegates and Representatives to build up
strong National Sections was quite successful and we are pleased to
inform you that the following countries have some more new members
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this year:

I, USA 23 13, UAE 4 25. Ireland 2 37. Latvia 1
2. Japan 18 14. Algeria 4 26. Moldavia Z 38. Lithuania 1
3. Mexico 9 15. Greece 3 27. Pakistan % 39. Netherlands 1
4. Slovakia 8 16. Honduras 3 28. Peru 7 Al Poleid 1
5. China 6 17. Thailand 3 29. Russia 2 41, Saudi Arabia 1
6. Israel 6 18. Ukraine 3 30. Turkey 2 472 SeltheAfnicd il
7. ltaly 6 19. Vietnam S g, K 2 43. Swaziland 1
8. Kazakhstan 6 20, Argentina 2 32. Angola 1 44, Sweden 1
9. Bulgaria 5 21. Australia 2 33. Belgium i 45, Taiwan 1
10, France 5027 Canada 2 34. Denmark 1 46, Uzbekistan 1
11. Myanmar 528 Cnlle 2 35. Dominican Rep. 1

12. Switzerland 5 24, Germany 2 36. lran i

We may recall that the International Society of Surgery/Société Inter-
national de Chirurgie (ISS/SIC) does not want to become a organization
but needs to have new and young surgeons in leading positions. The
efforts undertaken by the National Delegates and Representatives are
highly appreciated. The success of the Society very much depends on
the activities of the National Sections.

The ISS/SIC needs about 100 new members per year to compensate for
the fluctuations in the active membership because of members advanc-
ing to Senior Membership, resignations and deaths. The total number of
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membership has increased to 3’886 since last year. Included in this @#*ﬁtjxiﬁiﬁi%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ
figure are 19 Honorary Members, 642 Senior Members and 3’225 Active L) , ’ bv IJ ’,
Members. The number of Active Members has only slightly increased #EMO0.581g ®

by 41 during the year 1996. Consequently, we are looking forward to
receiving additional applications for new members. Please let us know
in case you need to receive more application forms.
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® 1997 Membership Dues

As usual, the invoices for the 1997 membership dues will be printed and
mailed towards the end of November to all active ISS/SIC Members.
The amount of the 1997 annual dues remains unchanged since 1994 at
USD 120.--. The subscription to World Journal of Surgery is already
included in this amount. It might be of interest to you and your col-
leagues to know that the personal subscription rate to World Journal of
Surgery is at USD 149.--. To become a member with ISS/SIC therefore
is surely a worth while and advantageous investment.

You hopefully have also noticed that the number of copies of World
Journal of Surgery has increased from 6 to 9 issues this year. It is
planned that it even will go up to 12 issues per year starting with 1998.

Every year we are unfortunately compelled to neutralize the member-
ships of those who have not paid their membership dues by the end of
September after two reminders and several months of patience from
our side. We are well aware that members from certain countries have
great difficulties in sending hard currencies. As a solution to solution to
solve this problem, we suggest to get in contact with sponsoring com-
panies in wealthy countries. Results in this respect were quite fruitful
and encouraging. The Headquarters will be pleased to reactivate the
memberships concerned as soon as possible.

On the other hand, the membershipsdrive for developing countries with
a special offer of sending one World Journal of Surgery to a group of
four members has not shown big interest.

Should you require any support from our Secretariat concerning
Membership matters, be it by providing you with mailing labels of the
members in your country, accurate membership list, etc., please do not
hesitate to let us know.

® Acapulco Congress

You should have received in the meantime your copy of the Preliminary
Program which was mailed from Mexico. We very much hope that this
Program will attract a large number of Participants from your country.
We may recall that airlines will offer special rates for group tours. It
has been the prerogative of the National Sections to organize such a
group tour and we very much encourage you to take the necessary steps
in this respect. Please feel free to select your own travel agency and
airline. However, having Aeromexico as the official Congress Carrier,
we recommend to book your flights with them.

With this letter we should again invite you as National Representative
to take actively part in the International Surgical Week 1997 as a
Moderator in Free Paper, Poster or Video Sessions. Please let us know
in case you are interested in being included as a Moderator. Further-
more, we also kindly invite you to send us a list of names of your
colleagues who might be invited as well to moderate a Session. Please
let us know their full address and specific fields of interest according to
the numbers on the Abstract Forms or on the first page of the
Membership Booklet. The Program Committee Members will be happy
to include as many names as possible in the various Sessions. It is the
prerogative of all Integrated Societies (IAES, IATSIC & TASMEN) to
select Moderators at their own discretion.

® Abstract Forms

With great distress we found out that the blue ink used for the Abstract
Forms printed in Mexico is chemically inconsistent and does not accept
writing on it, whereas those from the Headquarters can be used without
any restrictions. Despite the information given in the guidelines, we
now strongly recommend to glue the summary on white paper to the
Abstract Form. THe Deadine for the submission of Abstracts has been
set to December 13. 1996, which will apply strictly.

In case you will have a need for additional copies of the Preliminary
Program and of the Abstract Forms (printed on good paper), we kindly
ask you to contact our Office in Pratteln, Switzerland.
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® Meeting of the International Committee
The Meeting of the International Committee which shall consist of the

- Executive Committee

- Vice-Presidents of the Congress

- National Delegates and Representatives from each member
country
Will be held during the Acapulco Congress on Sunday, August 24, 1997
by 10.00 a.m. at Acapulco Princess Hotel. After this Meeting, all
National Delegates are invited for a lunch at the Princess Hotel. In case
you with us to include certain items for discussion on the Agenda, you
are Kindly invited to let us know before the end of April 1997.
In case your Chapter should plan to present an invitation for Interna-
tional surgical Week in 2005, we will be pleased to add it to the list.
Invitations to host Invitations Surgical Week in the year 2005 should be
received before the end of January 1997 at the Headquarters Office in
Pratteln. Please make sure that a complete documentation will be
available for the Executive Committee Meeting which is scheduled for
February 27, 1997. All invitations will be discussed again by the Execu-
tive Committee and International Committee at the Acapulco Congress
in August next year. The General Assembly shall vote upon the recom-
mendaions by the International Committee with regard to priorities for
the locations and dates of future Congresses. Congresses, Based on this
vote the final decision shall be made by the Executive Committee after
consideration of all relevant questions at all relevant questions at the
1999 Congress (Constitution Article VI page 55 in the Membership
Roster).
Until today have received invitations from the following National
Sections:

- Canada for Montreal ov Vancouver

- France for Nice

South Africa for a city to be named
- USA for Seattle

® Nomination of Honorary Members

It is the prerogative of National Sections to nominate Members for
Honorary Membership to the Executive Committee. In case your
National Chapter wishes to submit such a nomination, we kindly ask
you to complete the enclosed application from for Honorary Member-
ship. Please make sure that the nomination is supported by three ISS/
SIC Members and that a short description of the services rendered by
the candidate to ISS/SIC is given.

According to the Constitution (green booklet page 49), Honorary
Membership is awarded by the Executive Committee. Recipients shall
be members of international reputation, who have rendered distin-
guished services to the Society. Completed application forms should be
received at the Headquarters by the end of January 1997 the latest.

® Nomination for Prizes of the Society
Similar to the procedure for Honorary Membership, the Nomination
Chapters are invited to nominate Prizes Winners for the three Prizes:

- the Prize of the “Société Internationale de Chirurgie”

- the Robert Danis Prize

~the René Leriche Prize
by completing the also enclosed nomination from for Society Prizes.
Suggestions for nomination must also be signed by three ISS/SIC
Members of your country acting as sponsors. Furthermore, a short
description of the Candidate’s Contribution must be given by the main
proposer Please also return this form to the Headquarters by January
31, 1997 the latest.
We very much hope that all these news which are in addition to the
Newsletter are to your interest. In case you might have some other
questions, please do not hesitate to get in contact with us.
Looking forward to welcoming you in Acapulco, we remain with best
regards.

Yours sincerely
Thomas P. Riiedi, MD, FACS
Secretary General ISS/SIC
Victor Bertschi

Administrative Director ISS/SIC
Enclosures - application form for the nomination of ISS/SIC Awards

- application form for the nomination of ISS/SIC Honor-
ary Membership
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